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ARS rkAC'1'. UfK'inici nuui'olcpis aiul U. tenuis are reportetl for the first lime 
iVom Colombia. Additionally, four new (Colombian sites are recorded for //. /;<//// 
(/cA(/. previously known IVom only a single site in the counlr\. A key to the five 
Ihu'inid species know n to occur in C’olombia is pro\ ided. 
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I'he genus Uncinia Pets. (Cyperacctic), with sonic 60 to 70 spe¬ 
cies worldwide, is well represented in South America, with be¬ 
tween 20 and 30 urowing in the mountains anti cooler regions of 
the continent (Wheeler and Goetghebeur 1995). Of these. Lhu iniii 
luinmui (Sw.) Urban and U. plileoides (Cav.) Pers. have long been 
known from Cokimbia (Kukenlhal 1909; Mora-Osejo 1966). 
More recently, U. puliidosa G. A. Wheeler and Cjoetghebeur, well 
known from Ecuador, has been reported frtim a single Colom¬ 
bian site (Wheeler and Goetghebeur 1995). 

While working on ti revision of the Uncinia of Ecuador 
(Wheeler and Goetghebeur, in manuscript), many specimens IVom 
Ctilombia also were ewamined, some of which form the basis of 
this note, hi this paper, two species of Uncinia. U. niacralcpis 
Decne. and U. tenuis Poeppig ex Kunth, are re|iorted for the first 
time Irom Colombia anti lour new Colombian sites are recorded 
lor U. paludosa. A key to the five Uncinia species known to tic- 
cur in Colombia is provided at the end of' this report. 


Lliicinia macrolepis Decaisne in Dumtint DTlrville. Voy. Pole SutI 
2: 13. 1853. 


This species has a wide and rather remarkable tiistributitin, tic- 
curring in northern South America, in Patagtinia and Tierra tiel 
Fuegti, and on the south-Atlantic islands tif South Georgia and 
dVistan tia Cunha (Wheeler 1994, 1995). In northern South 
America, s[iecinien.s have been seen frtim Ecuatlor. Peru, and Ven¬ 
ezuela; also, single specimens have been seen from Btilivia (Beck 
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2 l ( S ()3 [min]) and Colombia (specimen cited below). The north¬ 


ern 


plants previously had been called 


U. 


nicriildisis 


Steyerm.. whose type comes from Venezuela (Steyermark 1951), 
and Hooper (1968) considered similar-appearing plants from 
South Georgia (originally called U. sniithii Philcox) and Tristan 
da Cunha to be conspecific with U. meridensis. In a separate 
paper (Wheeler 1995), however, it was demonstrated that the 
populations from northern South America, South Georgia, and 
Tristan da Cunha are moi'phologically indistinct from the 

Patagonian-Fuegian populations of U. niacrolepis, whose name 
has priority. 

In northern South America Uncinia macrolcpis occurs near the 
upper limit of paramo, at elevations between 4()()() and 46(){) m 
(Wheeler and Goetghebeur, in manuscript). In Colombia, the 
single known locality for this species is at Alto Ritacuva in the 
Sierra Nevada del Cocuy. in the Department of Boyaca, where it 
grows at about 4550 m. At this site the species is common “be¬ 
tween rocks on high slopes” and frequently is embedded in cush¬ 
ion plants. Because some paramo uncinias tend to look very simi¬ 
lar, some Colombian specimens originally identified as U. 
macrolcpis (as U. meridensis) actually are referable to U. palu- 
dosa (for more details and citation of specimens see under that 
species further below). Although similar in aspect, U. macrolcpis 
and U. paindosa differ in several morphological features, and, in 
fact, are in different sections of the genus, with the former in sec¬ 
tion Uncinia and the latter in section Flaiyamirae C. B. Clarke 
{sensu Clarke 1883 and Kukenthal 1909). In addition to the dif¬ 
ferences given in the key, the style base of U. macrolcpis is con¬ 
spicuously enlarged, whereas that of U. paindosa is little thick¬ 
ened. 


Colombia. Dplo. boyac.v Cordillera Oriental, Sierra Nevada del Cocuy: Alio 
Ritacuva: all. 4550 m, 11-29 Apr 1959, Baruhiy S: Jnajihioy 7449 (us). 


Uncinia paindosa G. A. Wheeler & Goetchebeur, Aliso 14: 142. 1995. 


This species occurs in northern South America, with many sites 
known from Ecuador (Wheeler and Goetghebeur 1995, in manu¬ 
script), five from Colombia (specimens cited below), and a single 
one from Peru [Leon and Yoimy 1663 |ny|). In Colombia, it oc¬ 
curs in paramo, at elevations from about 3500 to 4000 m, grow¬ 
ing primarily in bogs and swamps dominated by low shrubs and 
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licrbs, such as Chitsijuca sp., Espdctia lopezii, and Oritropluuni 
liffiiiophiliuni. 

Unciniu piilitdosa (sect. Platyciiulrac) appears to be closely re¬ 
lated to LI. lacustris G. A. Wheeler, thus far known only IVoni 
EcuadcM', but ditt'ers by having wider leaves, longer rachillae. and 
slightly larger perigynia and achenes (Wheeler and Goetgheheur 
19^)5; see Figures 2 and 3 for a comparison of the two species). 
It also is related to i!. niacloviana Gaudich.. which grows in Pat¬ 
agonia and on the Falkland Islands (Wheeler 1994). but dillers 
by having smaller perigynia and achenes and pistillate scales that 
are about equal to or slightly exceed the perigynia. 


As mentioned earlier, all of the specimens cited below origi¬ 
nally were identified as Uncinii/ nicridcusis (here called iJ. niac- 
roU’pis). but they actually are referable to LJ. palmlosa. For dif- 
ferences between these two species, see the key and the discussion 
under U. nuicrolcpis. 


('oldinbi;). Dpto. akauca. .Sieira Novaila liel C'oeuy. Quehrada Id Ulayon: Moya 

.S. l.iiis. I km al N dc la I'inca Id niavd>n. all. .^500 m, 1.^ Mar IdV.y Clccf 9!5.^ 

(NA, I ); Plan cic S. Josk\ alt. 3623 ni, 6 Jim 1673, C'lecf 10057 (Ch, NV, u).— l^plo. 

H()^'ac’a: paramos al NW cIc l^clcn, cabaccras Quehrada Minas, lloya Clla. l.ariia, 

all. 3773 m, 2 Mar 1672, Clcct 2002 (NV, u): Sierra Neva(.la del C’oeiiy, Alto Valle 

• * 

l.agiinillas, NNH de la Laguna Pintaela, all. 36S() m, 3 Oet 1672, CIccj 5752 (NA, 
i ): Paramo de la Rusia, NW-N de Duilamo, Pena [^lanea, 2 km al Nf: de Buenos 
Aires, all. 3720 m, 16 Dee 1672, Clccf 7515 (na, i ). 


Uncinia tenuis Poeppig ex Kunth. Fnum. PI. 2: 52.S. 1837. 

This species ranges from Tierra del Fuego (Wheeler 1994) 
northward to west-central Argentina (Banos 1969) and central 
Chile (Marticorena and Que/ada 1983; Muho/.-Schick 1980) and 
is di.sjunct on the Juan Fernandez Islands (Skottsberg 1922); fur¬ 
ther north it occurs in Ecuador (Wheeler and Goetghebeur, in 
manuscript) and is also reported from Costa Rica in Central 
America (dialer 1994). In Colombia, a single locality for this spe¬ 
cies is known from the summit of Quindio Pass, near the Caldas- 
Tolima boundary, where it grows on a “wind-beaten, bushy, wet 
crest " at about 3300 m. 

Uncinia tennis occurs primarily in forests and thickets, where 
it grows in loose mats in moist soil and also epiphytically on de¬ 
caying, I'allen trees. It is separated readily from the other Colom¬ 
bian uncinias by having glabrous perigynia and deciduous scales. 
Also, the inflorescetice axes of this species, even when greatly 
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(or entirely) divested of perigynia, are identified easily by the 
presence of whitish or pale brown saccate appendages (about 1 
mm long), which are the persistent portions of otherwise decidu¬ 
ous scales (Wheeler 1994). Notably, there are only two South 
American uncinias with deciduous scales and persistent saccate 
appendages. U. tennis and U. snhsaccnlata G. A. Wheeler and 
Goetghebeur, but the latter has shorter appendages (less than 0.5 
mm long) and, thus far, is known only from the type locality in 
Ecuador (Wheeler and Goetghebeur 1995). 


Colombia. Dpto. Caldas—Tolima boiintlary: summit of QuinclK) Pass, 04"^ 28' 
N. lat., 37' W. long., alt. 3500 m, 29 Nov 1944, Foshcr^ 223S9h (us). 


A KEY TO THE UNC/NIA SPECIES OE COLOMBIA 


I. Perigynia glabrous; pistillate scales deciduous (however, saccate ap¬ 
pendages about I mni long persist): filaments narrow (ca. 0.1 

mm wide); plants rhizomatous . U. tennis 

1. Perigynia slightly to densely pubescent, the margins ciliate (at least 

distally); pistillate scales persistent; filaments wide (ca. 0.2-0.3 

mm) or narrow; plants cespitose or rhizomatous .(2) 

2. Spikes less than 2.5 cm long, with fewer than 20 perigynia per 

spike; filaments narrower than the anthers; culms frequently 

scabrous beneath the inflorescence . U. macrolepis 

2. Spikes 2.5 cm long or longer, with more than 20 perigynia per 

spike; filaments as wide as anthers; culms usually smooth be¬ 
neath the intlore.scence .(3) 

3. Longest perigynia more than 6.5 mm; achenes narrowly oblong; 

spikes thickish, clavate (or sometimes subclavate): robust 

plants up to 1.2 m tall .(7. phleoides 

3. Perigynia less than 6.5 mm long; achenes not narrowly oblong; 

spikes linear or subclavate; plants short or tall .(4) 

4. Achenes more than 3 mm long; rachilla often bent Just be¬ 
neath the hook; spikes subclavate; leaves flaccid, some 

can line . U. ha mat a 

4. Achenes less than 3 mm long; rachilla straight or nearly so; 

spikes linear; leaves rigid and mostly ascending, usually 
all basal . U. paludosa 
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